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Senator Marise Payne

Minister fo「 Foreign A情airs and Women

PO Box 14之0

PARRAMA丁TA NSW 2150

Dear Senator Payne

On behaIf of Zonta lnte「national members across Australia, We u「ge yOu and the AustraIian

gove「nment to deveIop a nationaI strategy to eradicate child marriage and forced marriage.

For more than lOO years Zonta Internationa書, a gIobal human rights organisation dedicated to

empowe「ing women worldwide through service and advocacy′ has championed that women′s rights

a「e human rights and no woman shoul掴ve in fear ofvioIence・ Violence against women and girIs is

One Of the most pervasive human rights violations and a gIobal epidemic. It threatens countries,

inhibits economic p「ogress′ and prevents women from contributing to their community and from

C「eating better lives for themselves and their fam描es.

Throughout the wor寡d′ almost 650 m輔on women alive today we「e married before thei「 18th

b亜hday and an estimated 280 m輔on more girls are at risk of becoming brides. 1f current trends

COntinue′ the number ofgirls and women married as ch胴ren w紺reach nearIy l bi=ion by 2030. In

2018 Zonta International committed US$2 m輔on to suppo巾the UNICEF/UNFPA GlobaI Programme

to End Child Ma「riage in 12 count「ies・ We acknowledgethisw紺be a long-term PrOject but isvital to

ensu「ing women’s empowerment and safety.

No one community is immune to the practice of child marriage - it is not limited by cuIture, religion

Or SOCio-eCOnOmic status. Here in Australia organisations such as My Blue Sky

(娃睡蓮盟馳), Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand and the Australian FederaI Police a「e

WOrking to eliminate this practice and help victims.

In addition′ Zonta members from ac「oss Australia are working within their communities to raise

awa「eness to this pervasive issue through various campaigns, Pa由Cularly du「ing the 16 days of

Activism against Domestic Violence in November and December each year.
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